
 

 

 
 

 

 

Vehicle Safety 

Burning rubber doesn’t always mean driving fast. 
 

Cars can catch fire for many reasons. It could be a 
mechanical or electrical issue. It could be a car crash. If 
you see smoke or flames or smell burning rubber or 
plastic, respond immediately. 

 
➢ Pull over as quickly as it’s safe to do so to a safe 

location off the road. 
➢ Once you’ve stopped, turn off the engine. 
➢ Get everyone out of the car and don’t return to the 

burning car for any reason. 
➢ Move everyone at least 100 feet from the burning car 

and well away from traffic. 
➢ Call 9-1-1. 

 
You can help prevent car fires. Have your car serviced 
regularly and checked for cracked or loose wiring and fuel 
or oil leaks. Transport small amounts of gasoline in a 
certified gas can that’s sealed. Keep a window open for 
ventilation and never transport gas in the passenger 
compartment. Never park a car where flammables, such 
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as grass, are touching the catalytic converter. Drive safely 
to avoid being in an accident. 

 
Taking these precautions now may prevent damage to 
your vehicle later. 
 

 
And that’s smart safety! 
 

 
For additional information or guidance, contact your safety office. 


